The Verdict 

Isa 59:15-16 Truth is lacking, and he who departs from evil makes himself a prey.  The LORD saw it, and it displeased him that there was no justice. 16 He saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no one to intercede; then his own arm brought him salvation, and his righteousness upheld him. ESV

1 Tim 2:5-6 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time. ESV

1 John 2:1-2 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. ESV

_______________________________________________________________________

Legal drama in real life is not as fun as the novels make it out to be.  At one time I had very serious aspirations to practicing law before the higher call of God intervened.  Courtroom battles and trials and juries and judges and such intrigued me; although I have come to realize that things aren’t always as neat and as tidy as Grisham’s books.  Some of you remember the “People’s Court” of yesteryear and all of this goes to show that we enjoy legal drama as long as it’s someone else’s legal drama.  Yet I would like to remind you that our legal system and court system of lawyers, plaintiffs, defendants, and judges traces its roots back to the system of the Greeks and the Romans.  And the system of the Greeks and the Romans is based upon earlier systems of law dating back to the Hebrews and the most ancient Old Testament times.  

There is an astonishing amount of courtroom terms used throughout scripture and believe it or not the heaven that is now is presented over and over again to us as a courtroom scene.  The book of Job begins by describing a scene that happens twice in heaven and we read:

Job 1:6-8 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them. 7 The LORD said to Satan, "From where have you come?" Satan answered the LORD and said, "From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on it." 8 And the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil?" ESV 

That this was not a one-time or two-times occurrence is evident because there are other such scenes throughout scripture.  We read during the time of Ahab and the prophet Micaiah that:

1 Kings 22:19-22 And Micaiah said, "Therefore hear the word of the LORD: I saw the LORD sitting on his throne, and all the host of heaven standing beside him on his right hand and on his left; 20 and the LORD said, 'Who will entice Ahab, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead?' And one said one thing, and another said another. 21 Then a spirit came forward and stood before the LORD, saying, 'I will entice him.' 22 And the LORD said to him, 'By what means?' And he said, 'I will go out, and will be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.' And he said, 'You are to entice him, and you shall succeed; go out and do so.' ESV

There are others.  Satan showed up in the days of Zechariah and we read:

Zech 3:1 Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to accuse him. ESV 

From these scenarios and many more – see Isaiah’s vision of the King of Glory in the 6th chapter of his book, and Daniel’s portrait and John’s portraits of the heaven that is in their books, also – we can see that there is – as Solomon told us in Ecclesiastes – “a higher than high court.”  There are many thrones and seats of judgment and rule in this world but there is only “one great white throne.”  And so the Heaven that now is, is presented as a courtroom with you and I as the ones who are or who will eventually be on trial.  As with all courtroom dramas, the most important part is the last, the verdict.  But before we come to that, you need to meet, know, and understand the players in this greatest of legal thrillers of your life.  This is the court of eternity and the sentences passed here are final and ultimate!  There is much that goes into the verdict that perhaps you have not considered.  

______________________________________________________________________

Let us gaze upon this highest of high courts today.  Let us begin at the middle at the judgment dais, what is called the throne of God.  The Almighty God who created the Universe alone rules this court and He is the great judge.  As Abraham told us, “will not the judge of all the earth do right?”  This judge, the God of the Heavens and Earth, always does what is right.  He is a just God.  He is perfect.  He is holy.  He will not compromise with sin.  He will not leave sin unpunished.  Nobody can usurp His authority.  Nobody can trump or appeal His final decision.  He alone rules the universe and its holdings.  He alone has the final say in every matter of our lives, including the ultimate matter of where we spend eternity.  He rules this world by Himself and He is sovereign.  He doesn’t owe you or me or anybody else an explanation for why He does what He does.  Just so you get it right, John tells us that there is one throne in Heaven and one who sits upon the throne and “His judgment is right and true.”  Listen to what the scriptures declare about Him:

Ps 7:11-12 God is a righteous judge, and a God who feels indignation every day. 12 If a man does not repent, God will whet his sword; he has bent and readied his bow; ESV

Ps 50:4,6 He calls to the heavens above and to the earth, that he may judge his people: . . . 6 The heavens declare his righteousness, for God himself is judge! Selah ESV

Ps 96:13b the LORD, for he comes, for he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness, and the peoples in his faithfulness. ESV

He is righteous and He is faithful.  You need to know that you cannot bribe this judge.  There will be no under-the-table dealing nor will there be any behind-the-scenes maneuvering.  What He does for all to see.  Don’t get into some false bravado or tough-guy mode – one day every knee will bow and every tongue will confess.  Eventually the dead – great and small – will rise up to stand before Him and give an account.  Yet He is at work even now – the courtroom of heaven is open for business and you and I are taken into account.  As the prophet Isaiah told us:  

Isa 3:13 The LORD has taken his place to contend; he stands to judge peoples. ESV

He does not wink at sin.  He does not make light of transgressions.  He holds all accountable and even though His sentences come in His own time, yet they will come.  He does not wink at ignorance but commands that everyone should come to repentance.  He is not slack counting slackness as we are.  He has not forgotten anything.  Though He is merciful and slow to anger, yet He will respond in wrath against every unrepentanted sin.  

Is this hard preaching?  This is Biblical preaching.  The world would be a better place if all people would have a healthy fear of God.  You need to see Him as Isaiah saw Him when the prophet’s only response was to fling himself to the ground and cry “Woe is me for I am unclean!”  You need to see Him as Daniel saw him, where he fell before him and was as a dead man, fainting away at the greatness of God and His plan.  You need to glimpse this Ancient of Days, this righteous judge in the fullness of His glory and power and be as John was when he was so overwhelmed at the fullness of what he had witnessed that all he could do was fall down and worship!  What a great God that we serve and He is real!  You don’t want your first grasp of His awesomeness and greatness to be at the ultimate judgment day!  What a great changing there is for you to grasp His greatness and gaze upon Him today!  He is the judge who always does right!  And He has taken His place to contend and He stands to judge the peoples!  

There are others around as we cast our vision from the throne and begin to look around.  There are the twenty-four elders, those angelic beings who govern the angel’s loyalty and serve as a jury for God Almighty.  He conferred with them in creation.  He speaks to them often.  There are the six-winged, four-faced creatures that fly continually crying “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God Almighty.”  This is the same as a bailiff saying, “all rise” for the entrance of the judge.  It is a constant reminder that the One who sits on the throne demands respect and honor.  He not only demands such things, but He commands such things.  He is worthy of what they say!  For Hebrews to say something thrice repeated was to indicate fullness and perfection.  He is holy, holy, holy, which means that there is not another that can compare with His holiness.  He is the only truly holy one that exists.  Lest you forget as you enter, those angels never cease to cry it out for all to hear because truly it is right!  

As you get beyond the inner circle, there is an audience in this courtroom.  Job wrote there was a day, twice, where the “sons of God” came to present themselves before God.  There are angels all around.  There are good angels, those that are loyal to God.  There are also evil angels, fallen angels, who have fallen from their position of serving God and yet they are allowed access into the heavenly court.  When Micaiah revealed his vision in the 22nd chapter of 1 Kings, he related how that there was a lying spirit present who agreed to do what the verdict of the court had decreed.  And so there is a host of angels in attendance.  

The subject matter and the topic of these deliberations are you and I.  In Job it was God Almighty, the Judge of the Earth” who brought up Job.  In Micaiah’s day it was God who brought up the subject of Ahab’s life of sin and evilness and began the deliberations.  The fight and the interest is humanity and each of us has our names called in deliberations in heaven long before that final judgment day.  We are the defendants.  We are the ones on trial.  The angels that fell fell from their place in God long before the scenes in Genesis 3.  Angels are not on trial, here.  God is not on trial, here.  Humanity is the ones on trial.  

It’s time to meet the lead counsel for the opposite side.  There is a prosecuting attorney.  There is an accuser of our soul.  Let’s call him by the title that Job and Jesus gave him, Satan.  In the 12th chapter of Revelation we see a future vision of Satan and evil angels being cast down and losing their access and place in heaven.  When this takes place, great tribulation begins on Israel and the final days of Grace are commenced.  This has not yet happened, not if the chronology of the 12th chapter of Revelation means anything.  Satan has lost his position in heaven as far as being right with God and serving God, but he still has access to the courtroom of heaven.  This is evident by Job’s story.  This is evident by the lying spirits in the 22nd chapter of 1 Kings.  This is evident by Zechariah’s writings where Satan stood up to accuse the high priest.  This is evident by Satan’s bold temptations of Jesus Christ where he offered to give him the whole world and its kingdoms in exchange for worship.  He will be cast down eventually from such a place, but this accuser who will be one day defeated still “accuses them night and day.”  Satan is not in hell nor does he want to go – he splits his time from roaming to and fro on earth, to returning to heaven to report on what he has seen and to accuse those whom God loves greatly.  He is the accuser of the brethren.  He is your worst enemy.  He is the prosecuting attorney.  He watches you, He sees what you do, and He reports it to a holy God and in the courtroom of heaven makes his presentation and what a good accuser he is.  The only rightful praise of Satan is to say that he is a good devil; he’s good at what he does.  He tirelessly “night and day” reports on you and I and accuses us to a holy and just God.  He knows firsthand that God will not excuse sin and that we are sinners and so he appeals to God’s justness and righteousness and tries to destroy us.  

He sneeringly told God, “Job is perfect and upright but only because you’ve blessed him.  If you’d take away his wealth, he’d curse you to his face.”  And God let’s great turmoil and loss break out in Job’s life to prove this accuser wrong.  He comes a second time and says, “if you would let me destroy his health, he’d curse you so fast” and God lets Job’s health disintegrate to prove to this accuser that things aren’t what they seem.  When the accusation in 1 Kings 22 is made that Ahab is a godless man who has rejected the prophets and repentance, God has to agree.  A lying spirit is dispatched to do its work.  Ahab has great armor on and is at the back of the battle scene in disguise and on of the enemy’s arrows just happens to fly back there and hit at a seam of his armor, right at a vulnerable spot.  What seemed a random accident in Ahab’s life was actually the verdict of a God who could not counter with the argument that Ahab was guilty.  The lying spirits went into the false prophets of the wicked king and he listened to their counsel and rejected yet another appeal of the true prophet, Micaiah and was killed.  What happened on earth was yet a result of the proceedings in the court of heaven!  Do you grasp what I am preaching to you from the Word of God?  There is no such thing as luck.  Things in life don’t just happen.  But there is a higher court whose goings on determines much in this life and in the life to come.  And the verdict of this court matters much!  

______________________________________________________________________

And so we come to you and I.  We are the ones accused and we are the ones on trial and that makes us the defendants.  At first glance, we are in trouble, here.  Our accuser has been to this court many times before.  He has a good case against us.  He’s not just blowing smoke and he knows it.  None of us can be spoken of like Job was – none of us are perfect and upright in our ways.  All of us have sinned and come short of the glory of God.  To the accuser’s accusations, there is only one truthful plea that we can enter:  the plea of guilty!  The scriptures declare that all have sinned and come short of the glory of God and that there is none righteous among us, no not one.  We say that and preach that and perhaps know that, but do you realize what it fully means?  Let us think specifically how this is so:  

· The scriptures declare that we are to love the Lord our God with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength and yet every one of us have at one times loved something else more.

To sin is literally to mean, “to miss the mark.”  All of us have at one time missed the mark in this area.  Is there anybody who will admit guilt to this?  Listen further to the charges against us:

· The scriptures say not to make any provision to fulfill the lusts of the flesh and not to yield to temptation, yet every one of us have many times done quite the opposite!  GUILTY!

· The scriptures say, “do not murder” but we have all at one time committed the very horrible act of murdering someone with our tongue.  GUILTY!

· The scriptures say to love your enemies, do good to those who despitefully use you, bring blessing in return for cursing received, and to turn the other cheek, but yet we’ve all … GUILTY!

· The scriptures command us to praise Him according to His excellent greatness, but we’ve at one time been guilty of choosing instead to praise Him according to our current emotional meter.  GUILTY!

· The scripture say that we should honor the Lord with our increase and yet we’ve all had times where we honored our self, selfishly and dishonored the Lord, using the blessings that He had granted us to do so.  GUILTY!

I haven’t even quoted you the many passages of scripture where actual lists of sins are given.  I haven’t touched fornication, adultery, lusts of the eye, stealing, robbing, drunkenness, lying, loving the things of the world, deceit, argumentativeness, stubbornness, bitterness, unforgiveness, and lukewarmness and there are many more.  The accuser has a great case for we are guilty!  

I think about this message so far and I recognize that such is not popular preaching today.  And in thinking of that I think back to the days of Malachi who preached very similarly and yet was continually met with the cry and question of the people, “Wherein?”  That’s the King James Version; the modern versions translate it something like, “How is that so?”  The prophet tells them the Word of the Lord and describes their guilty and what they have done and their response it self-justification.  “Wherein have we done this?”  “How so have we done this?”  They deny the charges.  They refuse to admit guilt.  They refuse to plead guilty and the sad truth of the matter is that this is the last prophet that they will be able to hear.  God will send that era no more prophets.  When Malachi’s prophesying is over there will be 400 years of divine silence without a word from God and He will only speak again to usher a change in the age and to turn from the Jews only to the remainder of the world.  

Sin has a way of causing us to become deluded into thinking that we can hoodwink God.  Sin has a way of making us think falsely that as long as we can justify ourselves to ourselves that we will be okay.  But a refusal to admit the guilt does nothing but doom us to judgment.  Our accuser has a good case.  He is arguing it before a holy God.  Denying the charges will get you nowhere!  Your opinion doesn’t matter in this case.  What some professor of religion in college doesn’t matter in this court.  There is only one book of Law here, the Word of God, and according to that Law, we have all failed miserably.  There is a great benefit to admitting guilt in this court.  Playing games with the all-knowing judge is not going to turn out good.  The only way you can find help is to admit your wrongdoing.  The truth of the matter is a foregone conclusion and everybody – God Almighty, Satan, and every type and case of angels – know it.  You and I are guilty of the charges.  Denying it is a sure way to reap the full judgment of it.  Simply put, if you continue to deny the charges, there will be no help coming.  The Judge commands everyone everywhere to repent; He doesn’t deal kindly with those who deny the truth of their spiritual condition.  You are guilty and everybody knows it.  Acting like you’re okay when you’re not only makes things worse.  

_______________________________________________________________________

If this is as far as the portrait goes, this is a pretty bleak picture isn’t it?  There doesn’t seem to be much hope.  And you must realize the truth in that:  there is nothing that you have to offer, nothing that you can do on your own, nothing that you can invent cleverly that can get you out from under the weight of these charges.  Speaking in your own defense will only get you slaughtered.  You have no experience.  You have no grounds to stand upon.  You have nothing in common on your own with the righteous judge before whom you stand trial.  And your accuser is an able accuser and he has a great case.  If this is the end of the matter, we would all be doomed.  But what we need is somebody to stand up for us.  Someone who will mediate or be a go-between us and God.  What we need is someone who is more skilled at deflecting the accusations of Satan than he is at flinging them.  We need somebody else.  We need a Savior.  We need an advocate.  We need a defense attorney.  We need counsel of the highest sort – we need a wonderful counselor!  

Job realized this great truth.  He realized that without mediation, he was sunk.  And he realized that he was in a bad way because there was no advocate available.  He said:

Job 9:32-35 "God is not a mortal like me, so I cannot argue with him or take him to trial. 33 If only there were a mediator between us, someone who could bring us together. 34 The mediator could make God stop beating me, and I would no longer live in terror of his punishment. 35 Then I could speak to him without fear, but I cannot do that in my own strength. NLTse

Job 16:20-21 My friends scorn me, but I pour out my tears to God. 21 I need someone to mediate between God and me, as a person mediates between friends. NLTse

But there was nobody available to mediate for him.  And so Job had to endure the trial and the anxiety alone.  He could not feel nor sense God anywhere and he had to walk that horrible road and endure that trial with a skilled accuser and no help!  

The Bible says that God recognized this fact and decided to do something about it, after all He is a just Judge!  When Job asked God that question, “do you have eyes of flesh to see as man sees?”  God never answered that question!  And in our text, in Isaiah, we find the God of glory deciding to make that right:

Isa 59:15-16 Truth is lacking, and he who departs from evil makes himself a prey.  The LORD saw it, and it displeased him that there was no justice. 16 He saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no one to intercede; then his own arm brought him salvation, and his righteousness upheld him. ESV

The Lord saw it.  He saw that there was no man to intercede.  He “wondered” at it.  And so the Lord used “His own arm” to make it right.  Since there was no else to do the deed, the Great Spirit that created the universe decided to become flesh and to walk on this earth so that there would be a man who could intercede and mediate between the Just Spirit of the Universe and sinful humanity.  A Savior was birthed and Isaiah prophesied of this coming birth when he told us:

Isa 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. ESV

This child born, this son given would take the weight of the legal matters of the Universe upon His shoulders!  And this child born would be none other than the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace, but before all of that, let us note and call Him “the Wonderful Counselor!”  Because there was no one to stand in the gap, God brought a Savior into the world and did so “by his own right arm.”  

There is a distinction in the Bible between the Father and the Son of God, but it is a distinction of Spirit and the flesh that very same Spirit came.  If there were such a thing as “God the Son” who is a second person in a triune Godhead, and if this “God the Son” was eternal as is so popular in Christianity to preach today, then Job would have had an advocate, a mediator.  But the Son of God – that’s the scriptural term, not “God the Son” – the Son of God was born under the law of woman at a particular time and place.  It is right to call this son, as Isaiah did, the “Mighty God” the “Everlasting Father” because it was the Spirit of God that fills the universe and that fathered the world in Creation becoming flesh and joining with the seed of woman to produce a body to dwell in.  But it is not right to say that this is another deity or person separate from the Father because “all the fullness of Deity dwells in Him bodily!”  As our text said, this is the Lord’s own arm bringing about salvation.  The distinction relates to Spirit and flesh and yet cannot be a distinction of persons any more than your right arm doing something can be said to be another besides you doing it.  This Son that was born, Jesus Christ, was the image of the invisible God, but grasp something else:  in His humanity, He was the missing mediator, the advocate, the counselor that Job had lacked and that humanity sorely needed!  God can act in many different roles at the same time, so, then it is true:

1 Tim 2:5-6 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time. ESV

1 John 2:1-2 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. ESV
We are not like Job, in that we have an advocate!  There is a mediator available to us, the man Christ Jesus!  And so into our portrait of heaven, realize that there is someone who steps into the scene!  This is Jesus Christ – crucified, buried, but resurrected and ascended into the heavens to ever mediate for you and I!  We are guilty and yet He was not and He took on our sins.  John said in our text that He is “the propitiation for our sins.”  Propitiation is a substitute offered in the stead of something.  Jesus Christ took the judgment of God against our sins in His own body.  He endured the cruel torture and the wrath of a Holy God so that He could pay the price for our sins!  Our Wonderful Counselor steps on the scene with eyes of flesh and nail-scarred hands!  This is not the first time that He has stood against our accuser and defeated Him!  He is utterly at home here in this courtroom of heaven!  

He first waits to hear our response to the charges.  If we try to justify ourselves, then He cannot justify us!  If we deny the charges and decide to continue in them and do not admit them and confess them, then he sadly walks away and we are left to face our accuser alone.  If we do not run to Him and cry out to Him and admit that we need Him and if we choose to live our lives as if we do not need Him, then there is hope for us.  “If any will deny me before men, I will deny Him before my Father in Heaven” – remember that scripture?  But if we embrace Him, if we admit our sins, if we confess our sins, then He stands with us and for us.  And He speaks for us to the great Holy Spirit of God that rules the Universe and He contends with our accuser for us.  Understand that He’s your only hope!  There is “one mediator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus.”  Mary cannot help you nor mediate for you.  Some saint commissioned by the pope or some priest cannot help you and neither can the pope, himself.  Only Jesus Christ is the Wonderful Counselor!  He is the only mediator between you and a holy God.  There is no one else to turn to for help!  He’s your only hope! 

Hear Him speak for the one who admits their guilt and turns to Him.  He says, “yes, they are guilty, yet I am now on their side, and I paid the price for their sins though I committed no sins myself and I choose to let my suffering and death to cancel their debt!  I know that they have committed many crimes, but I have my blood that can cover the past.  They have repented, now they can be baptized in my Name for the forgiveness of those sins; for the washing away of those sins!  And that blood will not only cover their past sins but will be available for them in the future if they make mistakes, if they will confess, I will be faithful to forgive them!  As to their nature and their tendencies, I will give them my Spirit, which will be me coming to live within them to lead and guide them into all truth and to teach them the ways of God.  The written code will be written upon their hearts and they will be changed into a new creature!  The question thunders from accuser across the room, “why would you do this?”  The answer, “because I love them!”  “They are guilty yet they are loved!” 

_______________________________________________________________________       

When Abraham interceded with God for Sodom and Gomorrah, the scripture says that he “stood” before the Lord (Genesis 18:22; 19:27).  Later it is written that the Lord sought for a man “to stand in the gap” so that He would not destroy the land (Ezekiel 22:30).  These accounts seem to have influenced Jewish law because when people were tried in a Jewish court, defenders were allowed to stand while everyone else was seated.  When Gamaliel spoke in defense of Peter and John “he stood up” to address the council who were all seated (Acts 5:34).  In Zechariah, we read earlier where it was recorded that Satan was standing at the right hand of the angel of the Lord to accuse the high priest. (Zechariah 3:1)  The fact that Satan stood at his right hand, meant that Satan was actively and very powerfully – the right hand signified power – accusing Joshua the high priest before God.  Satan had a very good case against him.  In the 22nd chapter of 1 Kings that we have referred to so often in this message, the angels – both good and bad – stood beside God on His throne, both on the right hand and the left hand.  Even the good angels had to admit that Ahab was guilty.  To stand up means to either speak for or against someone on trial.  To stand on the right hand means to stand up and either speak for or against powerfully!  

Fast forward to the 7th chapter of Acts where Stephen is being tried before the Jewish council on charges of breaking the Laws of Moses, the Laws of God.  Stephen is innocent and yet he has nobody who stands for him.  He has to try to utter his own defense.  At the end of the trial, where it was apparent that this was anything but a fair trial, Stephen has a vision, which he relates to the council:

Acts 7:54-60 Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. 55 But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 And he said, "Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God." 57 But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. 58 Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 60 And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." And when he had said this, he fell asleep. ESV

Now we know that Stephen believed in only the one God of Israel and knew Jesus was that one God come in flesh.  This is evident from his prayer:  he did not address a “them” in heaven, but rather cried out to “Lord Jesus.”  There is something here more to his vision that we as Gentiles don’t readily catch.  He saw “the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.”  He wasn’t trying to multiply the godhead, but was rather saying, “I have no defender and I have no advocate down here, but the greatest counselor of all has just stood up in my defense!  And He is representing me mightily!”  Stephen had believed in Christ, repented of his sins, been baptized in the Name of Jesus, and been filled with the Holy Spirit just as the other members and leaders of the early Apostolic church had.  And though nobody stood up to defend him before his accusers on earth, yet Jesus Christ stood up in heaven and mightily defended him!  The young man Saul, who would later be called Paul, saw and heard this and from his pen we have more scriptures about the advocate and mediator role of Jesus Christ than from anybody else!  

The truth of the matter is that you are guilty yet loved.  The verdict depends upon what you do with Jesus Christ and His precious blood and Spirit.  If you reject Him and His Word and His plan of salvation you will reap judgment.  But if you will cling to Him, confess your sins, apply the cleansing blood to your life by being baptized in the name of Jesus, and receive His Spirit and live for Him, the verdict will be changed from “guilty” to “forgiven!”  Jesus Christ wants to stand up for you!  He’s done His part, now the onus is upon you:  what will be the final verdict?  

